
A new era of vitality for 
Southwest Detroit

Michigan’s first Business Improvement Zone, funded 
by a special assessment to the property owners 
along W. Vernor Hwy. and Springwells Ave., will 
facilitate new investment and strengthen clean,  
safe and beautiful initiatives with the hiring of safety  
ambassadors, expanded maintenance, and the cre-
ation of a new customer base as well as providing 
financing for new parking. For more information on 
the BIZ, call Theresa Zajac at 313/842.0986 x28.

2007 in Review
2007 was a productive year as the Southwest Detroit 

Business Association continued to work with Southwest 
Detroit businesses and residents to create a vibrant  

and successful community.

SDBA on the move…
• �More than 20 new façade improvements 

under construction or completed
• �Collaboration with Tigers Foundation  

to increase capacity for little league in 
SW Detroit

• �20 new SDBA business members & 
property owners whose strong & active 
participation has been crucial to the  
organization’s current & future success

• �More than $12 million in private  
investment & commercial development

COMPAS, a picture of community  
collaboration

COMPAS, the Center of Music and Performing Arts Southwest, opened 
its doors in September. Currently serving more than 100 students, 
COMPAS is a collaboration of local performing artists and organizations 
such as Living Arts, Mosaic Youth Theatre, and The Sphinx Organiza-
tion. Sixty percent is Latino programming as well as classes offered in 
ballet, hip-hop and African dance & drumming. Instituted and sponsored 
by Southwest Detroit Business Association, COMPAS receives support 
from the McGregor Fund and the Skillman Foundation.  

For further information or to register, call  313/842.0986, ext. 40.

Arvin Meritor
Blue Cross Blue Shield  
of Michigan
Chase Bank
City of Detroit Planning and  
Development Department
Comerica Bank
Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan
Community Legal Resources
Compuware 
The Chrysler Foundation

CSX
Detroit LISC
Detroit Salt Company
DTE Energy
Dykema
Edw. C. Levy Co.
The Knight Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
Fifth Third Bank
Flagstar Bank
Ford Motor Company Fund

General Motors Corporation
Great Lake Capital Fund
Hamilton Anderson
Henry Ford Health Systems
Hudson Webber Foundation
James Group International
LaSalle Bank
Latino Family Resources
The Leona Group, LLC
Legal Technologies Road Testing
Lovio George Inc.

McGregor Fund
Midtown Interactive
MGM Grand
MSHDA
Monahan Group
National City
New Detroit
Quinn Evans
The Skillman Foundation
State Farm Insurance

Thank you to our 2007 sponsors*:

� 2008 
Goals for 

SDBA

• �Creating awareness of Southwest Detroit as a 
regional specialty food & restaurant destination

�• �Financial literacy for businesses/property owners

�• �Leadership development for businesses/property 
owners

• �Continue work as a community collaborator  
and intermediary toward the improvement of  
life in Southwest Detroit.

*partial listing

f



Vernor/junction
99 Plus X-Press

BBW Sport Wear Inc.

Bi-Rite Auto Supply

Burger King

Chilango’s Bakery 

Columbo’s Coney Island

E & L Meats

El Valle Optical

Law Office of Andrea Ferrara 

Frank’s Quick Stop Inc.

Hacienda Foods

Hector’s Menswear

Dr. Zeena J. Kazangy, D.D.S.

La Jalisciense, Inc.

Luna’s Bakery

Maria International Travel 

Morrell Market 

Dr. W. McKay/Family Care  
Medical Center

Nice Price

Ryan’s Supermercado

Southwest Counseling  
& Development

State Farm/Jim Saucedo, Agent

Dr. Toma’s Family Clinic 

Tornado Bus 

Vernor Chiropractic Clinic 

Violeta’s Beauty Salon

Vernor/clark 
Omni Car Wash and Barber Shop 

Tango Bravo Argentine Grill

Lupita’s Ideal Beauty Lounge

 

Vernor/springwells
Al Wissam

Alex Bakery

Allstate Insurance Company 

Associated Group Underwriters

CHASE 

Buenavida Pharmacy

Señor Jorge Canchola

Comerica 

Cristal Unisex Salon

Danto Furniture

Delia Fashion

H & R Block

Income Tax Notario  
Publico Traducciones

La Mexicana Supermercado

MetroPCS 

Paul’s Pizza

RC Video Vision

Rebert Building LLC

Secretary of State

SEMCOSH

Southwest Detroit  
Business Association

Speedy Communications Inc.

Spring at Vernor Family Restaurant

SW Community Policing

SW Dental Group/Dr. Emery Toth

SW Detroit Neighborhood City Hall

Taqueria Nuestra Familia

Vernor Auto Tech

Vernor’s Smoker Shop

Vernor/lawndale
Casa de Unidad

Dr. Oscar Apoian

Dollar Max #1

Morales Enterprises, Inc

O’Brien Construction

Odd Fellows Building

Patton Party Store

Primerica

Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision

Southwest Land for Redevelopment

Southwest Non-Profit Housing Corp.

Southwest Solutions

Southwest Solutions Housing  
Opportunity Center

Vernor Food Center 

Springwells
Discoteca La Rancherita 

Little Caesars 

Premier Mortgage Funding Inc.

Sheila’s Bakery

Springwells Discount Pharmacy

Springwells Dollar Store 

Vernor/waterman  
El Duranguense Western Wear 

El Nacimiento Restaurant

J & J Coney Island

Lagares & Gonzalez Auto Repair 
and Detailing 

Pistache Jewelry Store

Secrets Hair Studio 

Sisters Beauty Salon

Thank you to our  
Voluntary BIZ (BID) partners!


